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In 2017, the South
Hingham Study Group
determined that South
Hingham has capacity
for an additional 1.5
t03.6 million sq. ft. of
nonresiidential and
residential dloorr area
-and possibly more.

Downtown, the Shipyard /3A commercial
area is relatively large with long, through
roads, relatively large parcels and large
buildings, and in some cases tall build-
ings by Hingham standards. The Launch
offers walkability “by design,” i.e., with
storefronts, offices, and restaurants abut-
ting wide sidewalks and parking areas be-
hind the main buildings. South of Lincoln
Street (Fig. 3) is Lincoln Plaza, a shopping
center with a supermarket, clothing store,
and miscellaneous financial and personal
services, and a co-work facility. The head-
quarters of Talbots, the specialty clothing
store founded in Hingham decades ago,
occupies a large, now underutilized site
east of the shopping center. Over time,
‘multifamily housing has developed near-
by on Beal Street, bringing more custom-
ers and workers to Shipyard businesses.

The Shipyard/3A commercial area is
both a business/mixed-use center and a
major water-dependent ~ transportation
resource. The Boston Harbor ferry service
at the Hewitt's Cove terminal has played
a crucial role in transforming this part
of Hingham from a World War II ship-
building yard to a busy population and
employment center. A private boating
facility, Hingham Shipyard Marinas, op-
erates next door. Along the outer edge of
the Shipyard/Route 3A area is extensive
open space and parkland facing the Back
River.

South Hingham
Hingham is well aware of the potential
that exists for transformative develop-
‘ment in South Hingham. It contains more
land zoned for high-value industrial and
commercial development than any other
part of town, yet it also presents signifi-
cant barriers to growth: lack of waste-
water infrastructure, water supply con-
straints, aging public safety facilities, and
traffic hazards. The absence of sewer ser-
vice remains a significant impediment to
realizing South Hingham’s potential as a
source of jobs, housing, and tax revenue.
In addition, many South Hingham resi-
dents oppose more growth in their part
of town, citing concerns about traffic,
over-development, and loss of quality of
life.

In 2017, the South Hingham Study Group
produced a report on its assessment of de-
velopment potential in South Hingham.
The 2017 study area (900 acres) was very
similar to the South Hingham land use
map shown in Fig. 5.4, though it focused
on the Office Park and Industrial Park
districts south of Whiting Street and ex-
tending to the Weymouth and Rockland
town lines. When the report was complet-
ed, the South Hingham study area had 3.3
million sq. ft. of commercial, industrial,
office, institutional, and residential de-
velopment. The Study Group concluded
that South Hingham has capacity for an
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